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OFFICIALS 2015 - 2016

Patron

Dame Susan Devoy

Executive Council

Greg McKeown (Chairman), Steve Dunbar, Gareth Fleming,
Fran Hopkins, Tony Johnston, Linda Kenny

Programme Directors

Masters: Wayne Seebeck
Refereeing: Glenn Carson

HP Programme Leader: Paul Wright
HP Programme Managers: Shelley Kitchen, Kashif Shuja

Selectors:

Junior: Graeme Randolph, Joanne Williams, Robbie Wyatt
Senior: Michel Galloway, Shelley Kitchen, Glen Wilson
Masters: Linda Matson, Stephen O’Toole, Wayne Seebeck

National Office

Chief Executive: Jim O'Grady

Coaching & Development Director: Luke Morriss
Squash Director: Sam Crawford

Office Administrator: Michelle Rogers

Contract Accountant: Hamon & Associates

A

Honorary Solicitor

Michael Sumpter

Auditor

McGregor, Bailey & Co

Life Members (d = deceased)

Dardir El Bakary (d)
Don Green (d)
Butch Gifford (d)
Roy Haddon (d)
Allen Johns (d)
Geoffrey Kingscote (d)
Roy Mitchell ()]
Neven Barbour

Bryden Clarke

Norman Coe

Don Cotter

Murray Day

Dame Susan Devoy

Bill Murphy

Ross Norman

Susie Simcock

Michael Sumpter

CHAMPIONSHIPS Ll =

New Zealand Masters - Inter-District Teams Champions Auckland

HONOURS BOARD 2015 - 2016

Personality Of The Year

Paul Coll

Chairman’s Award

World Doubles Team

Volunteer Of The Year

Paul Growcott

Club Of The Year

Hamilton Squash and Tennis Club
Most Improved Senior Players

Female Emma Millar ~ Devoy Squash & Fitness Centre
Male Zac Millar Lugton Park

Most Improved Junior Players

Female Rhiarne Taiapa Hastings Tennis & Squash Club
Male Tyler Ranger  Herne Bay / Ponsonby Rackets Club

Best District Overall — Juniors Teams Event
Gifford Cup

Auckland

Derek Cook Memorial Trophy For Refereeing
Jackie Hamilton ~ (Cromwell)

New Coach Of The Year

Kylie Lindsay (Bay of Plenty)

Club & School Coach Of The Year

Adam Odering (Canterbury)

Performance Coach Of The Year

Paul Hornsby (Auckland)

New Zealand National Men’s Squash
Champion

Paul Coll Squashways

New Zealand National Women’s Squash
Champion

Megan Craig  Marlborough Squash Rackets Club

New Zealand Senior Inter-District Teams
Championship

Women Central
Men Canterbury

New Zealand Junior Men’s Open Squash
Champion

Jamie Oakley Devoy Squash & Fitness Centre

New Zealand Junior Women’s Open
Squash Champion

Abbie Palmer  North Shore

New Zealand Junior Inter-District Teams
Championship

Men Auckland
Women Auckland

New Zealand Masters Championship

35+ Men Sam Atkins Thorndon
Women Shelley Kitchen Henderson

40+ Men Dave Gardiner Queenstown
Women Nadine Cull Taumarunui

45+ Men Scott Gardiner Burnside
Women Amanda Kennedy North Shore

50+ Men Grant Craig Marlborough
Women Vicki Beker Taupo

55+ Men Mark Waldin North Shore
Women Karen Walton Christchurch

60+ Men Wayne Seebeck Christchurch

Women Freda Walker Christchurch Football
65+ Men Trevor Colyer Riverton
Women Dianna Bennett Devonport
70+ Men Graeme Richardson Remuera
Women Bev Bosenburg Hawkes Bay
Lawn Tennis
75+ Men Barry Gardiner Burnside

Rob Roche Trophy For Meritorious Service To
Masters Squash

lan Gunthorp Remuera

New Zealand Masters Inter-District Team
Championship

Auckland
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CHAIRMAN'S REVIEW

The events and achievements of the past year and
acknowledgments are well covered on the following pages.
Our players, coaches, selectors, referees, volunteers,
boards and administrators have plenty to be proud of.
Thanks to all including the Squash New Zealand Board and
Jim and the team for their work for the game.

I'd like to use this opportunity to describe the general
thinking behind current planning and direction, in particular
for the forthcoming year.

This has been the first year of our six-year strategic

plan, ‘Squash on the Move’. The plan includes our vision
‘Squash — Growing at Grassroots and Going for Gold’ which
embraces New Zealanders enjoying leisure and competitive
squash at their clubs right through to developing world
champions.

With the help of districts, we have developed actions to
achieve five strategic outcomes - Participation Growth,
International Success, Welcoming Facilities, Financial
Health, and Unified Delivery. The first two outcomes are the
primary ones, the latter three are important because they
support Participation Growth and International Success.

At a strategic level the plan is for our whole sport. It provides
the opportunity for Squash New Zealand, districts and clubs
to unite behind a single plan to deliver squash nationwide.
How we do this operationally requires some more work and
I'll touch on that further below.

We are currently adapting to a Sport New Zealand $120,000
annual funding reduction which will have its full effect the
year after next. While there is a significant reported trading
surplus this year, the effect of the funding reduction and
implementing new initiatives will mean, ceteris paribus,
trading deficits for the next two years. The results will to
some extent balance out.

We will of course continue to develop our relationship with
state sector and all other major funders and at the same
time seek new commercial partnerships. AON, Executive
Travel and BLK are leading examples.

The Board was keen, this past season, to get the glass
court out of its storage container, and the PSA event in
Tauranga provided an excellent opportunity. Combined
with livestreaming, the tournament was ‘up a notch’ and
the feedback was great. Our international players play on
glass courts, and they and our aspiring juniors need more
opportunities to compete on a glass court in New Zealand.
Having the glass court up more is a high performance
priority and also a promotional opportunity.

The proposed Squash Foundation is a superb initiative and
Squash New Zealand is providing budget to get it off the
ground. It will provide a vehicle for donors and benefactors
to support squash for the long-term.

Squash New Zealand'’s purpose is to lead, develop and
promote squash in New Zealand, and to work with districts
and clubs to deliver and grow the game at all levels.

Having adopted ‘Squash on the Move’, the next step
toward Unified Delivery in my view is to essentially fully
align Squash New Zealand’s and the 11 districts annual
plans to provide the best chance of achieving our strategic
outcomes. Inevitably that will require working more closely
on how we use our budgets — in broad terms Squash New
Zealand’s $1.2 million, and the districts combined $1.4
million.

‘Going for Gold’ and ‘International Success’ requires a
high performance programme which spans age groups
and provides pathways, and that is the responsibility of
the national body. Squash New Zealand is injecting some
‘oomph’ into this with the upcoming appointment of a High

AON Junior Development Squad 2016

Performance Manager. Our aim is to have the glass court up
more and linked with that will be elevated promotional efforts
which in turn will be connected to partner programmes. We
will deliver national events, continue improving iSquash

and by this time next year we'll all be using a new mobile
iSquash app. Plus we will be actively staying in touch with
past players by maintaining a database that is potentially
three times bigger than today’s iSquash membership.

‘Growing at Grassroots’ and ‘Participation Growth’ will
happen mostly where the courts are ... in clubs. Besides
organising regional tournaments and interclub, this is

where districts can play a significant role in delivering on
participation growth. In my view this is about districts helping
clubs on a club-by-club basis. Senior and junior players
rocking up to their local club and enjoying squash is where

it starts. Simple participation programmes and monthly
promotion of clubs in their local communities need not

be expensive but are the building blocks for participation
growth and increased membership. A target for next season
of 10 new players per club, on average, would be a step

in the right direction. Increasing membership means more
opportunities to play against more people and also improves
club finances.

Congratulations to all national, senior and junior champions,
winners of the five PSA tournaments, and in particular to
those who succeeded on the international stage ... a World
Junior Men’s Team top 8 position, Ellie Epke’s World Junior
Women'’s top 8 result, two Doubles gold medals and one
bronze from Darwin and individual ranking improvements
have contributed to a successful year on court.

Paul Coll’s ‘out of this world’ rally against James Willstrop in
March and Joelle King’s on-track Hong Kong International
win in May were, for different reasons, both remarkable.
Joelle and Paul are great New Zealand representatives and
are exemplars for our younger aspiring players.

Cousins Shield - Semi Finals -
Brent Lewis North Shore (Left) vs
Chris Lloyd Herne Bay (Right)

Next year we are hosting the World Junior Championships
in Tauranga (July 19-28) and Auckland is hosting the World
Masters Games (April 21-30), North Shore is the squash
venue. I've deliberately included the dates so that you might
circle them in your diary now — player or spectator, both will
be great events to attend.

Finally, if you have a good idea for our sport please contact
a Board member or the Squash New Zealand office. Our
doors and minds are open.

Greg McKeown
Chairman, Squash New Zealand




CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S REPORT

In 2015 Squash New Zealand adopted a new strategic plan,
‘Squash on the Move’, to guide the organisation through the
next six years. The key pillars of the plan were participation
growth and international success built on a platform of
welcoming facilities, financial health and unified delivery. It
has been pleasing to see most districts adopt the general
framework of the plan while adding their own regional
perspectives, effectively resulting in a closer alignment
between national and district plans.

In the forthcoming year, the Squash New Zealand annual
plan will focus on improving capability and capacity at the
district level with the support of the national office. This will
require an understanding of who is responsible for what and
having clearly defined targets which will help us achieve our
goals of increased participation.

With assistance from Sport New Zealand through the
Community Sport investment process, Squash New Zealand
will continue to provide resources and programmes that will
strengthen the provider network and further develop our
coaches.

Overall, squash in New Zealand is in good shape but as

a sport the collective focus must be on recruitment and
retention to grow the number of participants and achieve
our strategic objectives. If clubs are the doorway to our
sport then the districts and the national office should be the
salesforce that will attract new customers.

One of the goals for participation growth was to increase
membership numbers by 1000 each year for the next

six years but disappointingly this year there has been a
decrease of almost 6%. The reduction in the number of
junior graded players of almost 30% is a real concern

and appears to be at odds with the anecdotal evidence of
increased participation at junior events around the country
at club, regional and national events. The most significant
reduction has come in the number of graded secondary
school players dropping off the grading list in the last year.
It will require a significant collective effort over the next 12
months to rebuild these numbers and re-engage with this
section of the squash community.

While participation growth is a shared responsibility between
the national office and the districts, High Performance is
primarily the responsibility of Squash New Zealand and
achieving international success remains the top priority.

The High Performance programme operates on a lean
budget with some funding support from High Performance
Sport New Zealand and a large volunteer effort. Despite
this it has achieved success this year with the Junior Men’s
Team finishing 8th at the World Championships in Poland
and our New Zealand Double’s Team winning two golds

and a bronze medal at the World Doubles Championships
in Darwin. This was an outstanding result which hopefully
strengthens our investment application to High Performance
Sport New Zealand later this year.
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Further changes are planned for the High Performance
programme which will include the appointment of a new
High Performance manager’s role and the adoption and
implementation of “HP22”, the new High Performance
strategic plan that will take us through to the 2022
Commonwealth Games.

2017 promises to be a busy year with the World Masters
Games in Auckland in April where 400 squash competitors
are expected and then in July Tauranga hosts the World
Junior Individual and Team’s Championship. Both events
will provide excellent opportunities to showcase squash to
national and international audiences.

In conclusion there are many people | wish to thank for
their contributions over the last year especially my staff —
Michelle, Luke and Sam. It is a small, hard-working team
that often goes above and beyond the call of duty and | am
very grateful for their dedication and support. Thanks also
to Greg McKeown and the Board of Squash New Zealand
for your leadership and direction, Dame Susan Devoy
(Patron), Michael Sumpter (Honorary Solicitor), Rob Walker
(Club Kelburn), the National Squash Centre Trustees,

the Hall of Fame Committee, Glenn Carson (Director of
Referees), Wayne Seebeck (Director of Masters), Paul
Wright (High Performance Programme Leader), Shelley
Kitchen and Kashif Shuja (High Performance Managers),
all our referees, selectors, coaches and the volunteers who
have contributed so much throughout the year — thank you.

Jim O’Grady
Chief Executive, Squash New Zealand

Mitchell Cup 2016 Winners Squash Gym

HIGH PERFORMANCE REPORT

Two gold’s and a bronze - how ironic that squash was not
represented at the 2016 Olympics. Whilst New Zealand
was in Rio totalling up one of its best medal tallies, at the
same time our team of Paul Coll, Campbell Grayson, Joelle
King and Amanda Landers-Murphy were in Darwin winning
two out of three possible gold medals (women'’s doubles,
mixed doubles) and one bronze medal (men’s doubles).
Our players must be congratulated for a fantastic campaign
against the best in the world.

Looking back at last year’s report it started with due to lack
of results at Commonwealth Games High Performance
Sport New Zealand cut our funding by $100,000. Hopefully
this year our funding outlook will change as we have had
considerable success.

2016 has seen some changes in the High Performance
area, with Kashif Shuja and Shelley Kitchen rising to

the challenge of helping our elite players become more
professional in their approach to training and playing (i.e.
their tournament programme).

Both Shelley and Kashif have been long time campaigners
on the world circuit and they are now able to pass

on much of their hard-earned experience to our next
generation of squash professionals. There will be
increased responsibilities and accountability within the High
Performance Programme but | believe those involved can
only grow and so will our programme.

The biggest task is for us to create a better squash culture
than we have at the present. The goal is now to help those
who are TOTALLY committed to training and playing squash
to be the best that they can be. There is no longer room for

Trans-Tasman Junior Test Series Team

the part-time player to achieve great heights on the world
circuit. Paul Coll and Joelle King are great examples of full-
time professionals training and playing at the best of their
ability.

The PSA series held in New Zealand this year has been

a great vehicle for our young players to gain valuable
experience and insight in to the challenges that are faced
on the PSA circuit. | congratulate the organisers who were
brave enough to take these events on. With the success of
our kiwi players in the PSA series; Evan Williams claiming
the Devoy and Waikato PSA events and Paul Coll claiming
the Palmerston North, Christchurch and Invercargill PSA
events; | am sure that if the circuit is encouraged to grow,
then so will our players.

Hub coaching is now into its second season and the
feedback from this initiative is positive. 2017 will see the
hub programme grow again with our coaches spending
more time with those committed players / groups, as well as
identifying talent in our youngest players at earlier stages.

| am now looking to sit back and let others take the reins.
We have a unique group of people involved in our High
Performance programme. | am confident those involved will
take our players to new levels and | for one look forward to
seeing even better results from our programme.

Paul Wright
High Performance Programme Leader
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PLAYER REPORT

2016 has been a good year for Joelle King by getting her
world ranking back in the top 10 after her achilles injury she
sustained two years ago. Joelle’s highlights of the year must
include winning two PSA tournaments and winning two gold
medals with Amanda Landers-Murphy and Paul Coll at the
2016 World Doubles Champs in Darwin.

Highlights of the year for Megan Craig include qualifying for
the World Individual Championships in Kuala Lumpur and
winning the NZ Nationals.

Amanda Landers-Murphy will be very pleased with winning
gold at the World Doubles Champs and being selected in
the NZ Women’s team to compete at the World Women'’s
Team Championships at the end of the year in Paris.

2016 has seen Emma Millar turn pro at the beginning of the
year and her ranking has jumped 100 places to a career
high of 118. Emma is the fourth member of the NZ Women'’s
team.

Ellie Epke and Abbie Palmer have worked well throughout
the year and have shown good promise moving forward.

Paul Coll is planning and preparing for his events very well
and the results show in improvement in his performance,
results and ranking. He has engaged a good coach in his
base in the Netherlands who will make a difference to Paul’s
results in the future as well.

Campbell Grayson has maintained his world and national
ranking consistently even though improvements on the PSA
list are yet to be seen. He has a good setup at his base in
New York with a good coach and practice partners, staying
focused and determined to improve his squash. Campbell
has started the Northern Hemisphere season well winning
Bronze at the World Doubles, qualifying for the US Open,
making the final of the Australian Open, finishing runner up
at the Senior Nationals and winning the Lifetime Fitness
Chicago Open.

Evan Williams has had a rollercoaster year so far with a
good off season giving him the confidence required for the
European tour. Whilst results weren’t as forthcoming, he did
make use of the trip with training and learning in England
helping him lift two back-to-back home PSA titles. Since June
he has been troubled by a recurrence of his previous wrist
injury but has done well to maintain it and is feeling good
now. Evan remains committed to squash and his ranking and
is headed to Cairo for the World Open at the time of writing.

Lance Beddoes has had mixed results. However, he has
shown some very good progress in his planning and
documentation. Lance had some tough results but stayed
focused and produced a result with a win in his first PSA title
- a 5k event in Australia. Lance is fully committed to squash
and is currently training in England with the Shorbagy
brothers and their coach Hadrian Stiff.

Ben Grindrod has maintained steady progress in his
flexibility and has come a long way which has resulted in
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World Junior Mens Team Championships
2016 Top 12 vs Canada - Jamie Oakley

better retrieving ability on court. He is also studying on
the side which is great as a break from squash in the off
season, as well as for his future. Ben will keep gaining
experience and improving his squash which will result in
improvements in his world ranking.

Zac Millar has made good improvements since finishing
university and committing to squash. He put in a solid off-
season and the guidance of Phil Buscke-Somervell has
helped Zac improve. Zac has made a decision to go on the
PSA World Tour and has played a few tournaments this
year.

Luke Jones has made an excellent transition from juniors
to seniors this year. He capitalised on his PSA membership
from last year and broke through in the Waikato Open

PSA beating the 4th seeded Englishman on his way to

the semi-final. He has had a solid season and continued
improvements. He also gained a lot from going to
Melbourne for the Victorian and Australian Opens.

Scott Galloway has been a great story from the Junior
Nationals in October last year. Scott has turned himself
around in every way to be the best junior in the country and
perform well at the World Juniors in Poland. He is also on
the way to a good transition to a PSA career - already being
a member and gaining valuable experience at our PSA
events.

Chris van der Salm, Martin Knight and Jamie Oakley are
currently overseas or undertaking other career options,
however they continue to show what great squash players
New Zealand can produce.

Shelley Kitchen and Kashif Shuja
High Performance Programme Managers

REFEREEING REPORT

2016 has been a busy year from a refereeing perspective and
we have achieved quite a lot this year, building on some of the
changes to the way we assess referees that we implemented
last year. This method has seen us accredit one new National
Referee in Becky Clarke from BOP and we have another

in Nicky McNaught who is very close. Becky will be well

known in squash circles as a top player and she very quickly
demonstrated that she has the ability to go a long way with her
refereeing.

Staying with the theme of new referees we have seen a
welcome increase in applications for district refereeing
qualifications with a number from BOP qualifying at the end
of 2015, and several candidates have started the process in
Auckland and the Waikato. This is essential for the refereeing
programme in this country, as with dwindling numbers the
programme is in serious danger of simply falling over as
referees retire. The latest of these retirements was Peter
Highsted who retired at the end of the 2015 season. Peter
has been a National Referee for some 30 years and in his
career reached the status of International Referee, a position
that he held for a number of years. Peter has been a great
colleague and mentor to many of today’s referees and was
highly regarded within squash circles for his professionalism
and dedication to the game — his contribution to the game will
be missed and we wish him well in his retirement.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank my team; firstly,
the members of our Management Panel: Chris Buckland,
Janet Udy and Mike Jack. Your efforts and contributions this
year have been valuable, very much appreciated and | truly
believe the changes we are implementing will make a positive
difference to the refereeing programme. Thank you also to
Sam Crawford, who in his role of Squash Director assumes
responsibility for the refereeing portfolio. Sam goes about

this efficiently and makes all the arrangements for funding
applications, flights and accommodation for events, as well as
arranging our panel meetings.

Highlights that we have achieved as a panel this year include;
funding success to bring Australian Assessors over to two PSA
events in Palmerston North and Invercargill, publishing regular
newsletter style updates to the referees group, developing a
series of rules posters that have gone out to every affiliated
club in New Zealand (with thanks to Pub Charity for funding
this) and developing the club referee exam into an online
platform (thanks to Pub Charity for funding this). Over the last
2 years we have done a lot more assessment of existing and
prospective referees and this, | firmly believe, has seen an
improvement in the standard of our referees at the top level.
As mentioned earlier in my report, as well as maintaining the
level of our existing referees, we must now turn our attention to
recruiting and training prospective referees — something that is
starting to happen in greater numbers.

We have again had a number of referees travel overseas to
gain experience and assessment towards higher honours. |
was lucky enough to be appointed to the World Doubles in
Darwin and was also onsite to see our New Zealand teams
dominate the event and take 2 gold medals. | also attended the

Australian Open to get assessment from Australia’s two WSF
assessors, in an effort to retain my WSF Accreditation. Janet
Udy was appointed to the Oceania Junior Championships
held on the Gold Coast in January and Jackie Hamilton and
Janet Udy travelled to Melbourne for the Victorian Open in
August. This latter event saw both Janet and Jackie assessed
by John Small (Oceania Assessor) and gain passes towards
Oceania Regional Referee status. Jackie capped off a great
year with completing Regional Requirements at our Nationals
— congratulations Jackie. Janet has also made significant
progress and has met most requirements of Regional level
and we are confident that she too will be promoted to Oceania
Regional Referee next season. Chris Buckland and Mike Jack
have also been assessed towards Regional Referee status
and remain close without quite getting over the line so far.

The 2017 season is looming as a very big one for Squash

in New Zealand with the PSA series, the World Masters
Games in Auckland in April and of course the World Junior
Championships being hosted in Tauranga in July. The
refereeing team for this event will be in the order of 28 referees
and with a requirement for 4 WSF (NZ has 1) and 6 Regional
Referees (NZ has 1) it is obvious that some referees will have
to be brought in for the event. With only 9 National Referees
(outside our WSF/Regional referees) it is imperative that we
recruit and train some referees to National Standard prior to
the event. There remains a “fast track” system for players who
have significant experience at “A” Grade level and the panel
have been working hard at identifying potential candidates that
we can get into training.

The referees budget remains a concern, although that concern
was eased a little this year by some funding success via

High Performance Sport New Zealand’s Prime Ministers
Scholarships, which enabled us to send extra referees to

PSA events for assessment at Regional level. Going forward
this cannot be relied upon to balance the budget and for this,
as well as other reasons, the Squash New Zealand Board
have commissioned an independent review of the refereeing
programme to try to identify opportunities to get better value for
money and better outcomes from the programme.

Referees who attended at least one tournament this year:
Chris Buckland, Glenn Carson, Heather Findlay, Jackie
Hamilton, Mike Jack, Jan McAra, Ross Minehan, Dru Reid,
Wayne Smith and Janet Udy. Becky Clarke, Nicky McNaught
and Michel Galloway have also supported the National
Refereeing team in 2016. We thank you all for volunteering
your time and it is much appreciated as without you we would
not be able to achieve what we have in 2016.

Glenn Carson
Referees Director
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DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Despite the fact that squash has been a hugely successful
sport in terms of winning medals at major events there are
many challenges facing us. We still have to compete with
other sports for funding from Sport New Zealand and meet
targets for increasing participation as well as elite success.
We also have to compete with other sports and technology
for people’s physical activity time and disposable income.
Many squash facilities and playing environments are neither
user - nor family friendly and many are not operated on a
high growth, financially viable business model. For growth to
occur we must put participants at the heart of our decisions
and actions.

Our plan to develop the game has been well-presented in
‘Squash on the Move’ and what we are trying to achieve
has been supported by recent Sport New Zealand research
that highlights the key components that drive member
satisfaction within a club:

° Friendly and welcoming - the club makes all members
feel welcome and demonstrates an open and friendly
culture.

° Demonstrating professionalism and expertise - the
club operates in a professional manner and has
sporting expertise.

° Good communications - the club communicates well
and appropriately.

° Facilities - the club has quality facilities.

° Great coaches - the club provides great coaching to
all its members.

° Fulfilling potential - the club helps all its members
reach their full sporting potential.

° Good social environment - the club provides a good
social environment that players can enjoy and relax in.

Participation Growth

Squash is capable of delivering an incredible participation
experience for both casual and competitive players.
However, statistics show that interest and participation

in the game are in decline. To help combat this we have
further developed our customer segmentation and now have
a greater understanding of the behaviours, attitudes and
motivations of the various groups of current and potential
players.

Whether players wish to play at the highest level, want to
keep healthy and active, or just want to take part in fun
activities with their friends, we have developed a range of
fun and accessible squash programmes (ways to play).
These subtle variations of the game ensure that there

is something for everyone and help us to increase our
relevance and appeal across different audiences. Our
challenge is to enable clubs and other providers to offer
appropriate programmes and structures to entice all kiwis
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into the game. This will ensure they are able to partake
in high-quality forms of squash - with the ultimate goal of
converting this interest into growth in members — male,
female, young and old.

Fundamental to the success of getting more people to “Try
It”, “Play It” and “Love It” is the need to change the existing
prejudices of squash. In 2017 we will place more focus on
reinforcing what is compelling about the game and who,
where and how you can play.

Welcoming Facilities

Ensuring that there are quality places to play squash
remains a core objective. During the year we initiated a
research and information gathering project in order to build
a greater understanding into squash facilities throughout
the country. A national squash facility strategy has since
been drafted which maps out where all squash facilities
are located, how they are currently being utilised and
projections for future usage. What we found was that there

are over 300 facilities that house the 800+ courts throughout

the country, of which around 200 are affiliated clubs.

Further information is still required to complete this strategy

and ensure our affiliated clubs and stakeholders are better
positioned to create Welcoming Facilities. We are also
looking at how we can engage with the 100+ other facility
providers to help us achieve Participation Growth and
support our affiliated structure. As a facility dependent

sport, it is crucial that we have welcoming facilities available

in the right places. District facility plans will be started
in the coming year to ensure they can support regional
participation at different levels on our Athlete Pathway.

Financial Health

Clubs and their financial viability are vital to the future of

the game. They are our hubs within the community and it
is the voluntary commitment of many which makes squash
happen. Squash in New Zealand has always been based
on a club-led model. However, customer expectations
within society are changing and it is paramount that our
clubs evolve as well. If squash is to remain relevant we
need modern thinking to ensure we create a sustainable
community squash system that puts the participant at the
heart of all participation opportunities.

To ensure that our club support is insight driven, this year
we set out to obtain information to enable us to highlight
good practice and create an updated club tool-kit. A library
of good practice examples were created, as well as new
resources and templates, to help us begin to educate the
squash community on how we can operate more capably.
We have developed a far deeper knowledge about the
people who play squash and a better understanding of
where and how often they play. As we continue to refine this
understanding we will continue to provide relevant support
to individuals managing squash and the facilities in which
children and adults play the game.

Unified Delivery

Moving forward we would like to place greater responsibility
on clubs for implementing and delivering our range of

1
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squash programmes, supported through our Districts with
education programmes for coaches, to enhance the quality
of experience so that we have “more kiwis trying it, playing it
and loving it”.

It is vital that excellence is delivered at every touch point.

If we can achieve this and create a love for the game our
members are more likely to embrace a lifetime view of
participation and engagement as a player, coach, volunteer,
referee and / or fan.

To achieve our objectives, the squash community and all
stakeholders need to work together and we encourage
you to share our values of excellence, innovation, integrity,
enjoyment, friendship, success and cooperation. Squash
is ‘On the Move’ and we must keep perspective of where
we are, where we’ve come from and where we are
heading. With the support of the Districts, clubs and other
stakeholders, we believe it is achievable.

Luke Morriss
Coaching & Development Director
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Coaches provide the appropriate knowledge and support
that is vital for more people to play squash more often and
with greater success. That is why we continue to provide
ongoing opportunities for coaches to develop their coaching
to their full potential. This is central to achieving our goals of
Participation Growth and International Success.

Coach Development Framework

The past 12 months have delivered encouraging progress in
the coaching space. Modules from our Coach Development
Framework continue to be facilitated by the trained network
of District CoachForce (coach developers) and this year a
total of 59 module workshops were run across the country
with 334 coaches (167 new) attending and upskilling
themselves. Feedback received from our modules continues
to be extremely positive which highlights the excellent work
our hardworking facilitators are doing in meeting the needs
of their coaches. In total we have now had 1,275 individual
coaches take part in 3,040 modules since 2010. Significant
progress has also been made during 2016 to complete

the outstanding modules from our Coach Development
Framework. We now have 25 of 37 modules available with
development on the remaining 12 well underway.

During the year we were approached by SquashSkills:

an online membership fee-based squash coaching
platform. SquashSkills have recognised our effective

coach development system and are keen to work closer
together to further educate coaches. We are always keen
to offer valuable tools and resources which complement our
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Framework and help coaches support athletes at all stages
of development. We are investigating how we can utilise this
valuable resource to ensure our coaches continue to learn
and provide coaching that meets the needs of their athletes.

CoachForce (Coaching the
Coaches)

Ensuring best practice in the delivery of coach development
is important in ensuring a quality experience for our squash
community and squash has long recognised the need to have
quality facilitators providing the full range of modules in the
Framework. To maintain and improve the learning experience
for our coaches, we have utilised the Sport New Zealand
Coach Developer Training programme. Three facilitators have
so far attended the internationally recognised 3-day course

to upskill themselves further in the coach developer role.

A new tool-kit has also been created to further support the
CoachForce network.

Since 2011 Squash New Zealand has distributed funding to the
regional District Associations to support coach development.
With the ongoing support of the New Zealand Community
Trust, we were again able to financially assist willing Districts
with delivering modules from the Framework to meet their
regions’ needs, as well as offering follow-up support to coaches
delivering programmes in clubs and schools. Although some
Districts again chose to not offer any modules from the Coach
Development Framework, we saw an increase in the number
of outcomes achieved from this investment and will continue to
provide this support again next year.

Coaching Conferences

Squash New Zealand engaged Paul Hornsby to deliver

the national coaching conference in Christchurch. 15
coaches attended the two days and were treated to a range
of informal workshops. The feedback from coaches was
positive, with particular appreciation for Paul’'s wealth of
experience in coaching. Another conference was held in
Auckland for 12 coaches working with performance and high
performance athletes involving several presenters.

National Coaching Awards

In alignment with our National Coach Development Framework,
three award categories exist to recognise the hard work and
endeavour that coaches put in on a weekly basis. The deserved
winners for Coach of the Year awards for 2015-2016 include:

° New Coach of the Year: Kylie Lindsay (Bay of Plenty)

° Club and School Coach of the Year: Adam Odering
(Canterbury)

° Performance Coach of the Year: Paul Hornsby
(Auckland)

Performance Coach Advance

2016 saw Kylie Lindsay and Jared Gravatt accepted into
New Zealand’s high profile two-year Performance Coach
Advance programme, which is aligned to High Performance
Sport New Zealand’s Pathway to Podium programme and
links to our Coach Development Framework. This is a highly
respected programme and Squash New Zealand is again
delighted to see squash coaches engaging in this.

Summary

The appetite for more learning and resources continues

to grow and we will continue to develop our successful
coach development programme delivered by the trained
regional CoachForce to coaches working in the club and
school environments. As we move towards 2017 Squash
New Zealand aims to work more closely with the regional
District Associations to provide quality coach development
opportunities, empowering coaches in clubs and schools to
deliver high quality squash experiences.

A special thanks to the Coaching Advisory Panel of Jason
Fletcher, Paul Sykes and Graeme Randolph; as well as
Dave Clarke for your advice and support throughout the
year. The group has assisted me with the direction of the
framework, budgets and a variety of other tasks. | have
been extremely lucky to have such a supportive and
thoughtful group to work with. Their feedback and work is
much appreciated.

Thank you to all the squash club and district leaders,
volunteers and administrators for the countless hours
dedicated to helping more people play squash, more often
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and with greater success, your hard work is very much
appreciated.

Finally, to the Squash Coaches Network - keep up the
stellar work and | look forward to a successful 2017 where
we can continue to work together to create our world-class
coaching system together.

Luke Morriss
Coaching & Development Director
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SEASON RESULTS 2016

Senior National Championships (Remuera Rackets Club, 19-21 August)

Quarter-finals
Paul Coll (Squashways)
Ben Grindrod (Devoy S&F)

Lance Beddoes (Henderson)
Campbell Grayson (Herne Bay)

Megan Craig (Marlborough)
Ellie Epke (Remuera)
Emma Millar (Devoy S&F)

Amanda Landers-Murphy (Geyser City)

Semi-finals
Paul Coll (Squashways)

Campbell Grayson (Herne Bay)

Megan Craig (Marlborough)

Amanda Landers-Murphy (Geyser City)

Finals
Paul Coll (Squashways)
Megan Craig (Marlborough)

Most Improved Man:
Most Improved Woman:

North Island Championships (Havelock North Squash Club, 8-10 July)

Paul Coll (Squashways)
Joelle King (Cambridge)

Women’s Doubles

Joelle King (Cambridge) & Amanda Landers-Murphy (Geyser City)

beat

Megan Craig (Marlborough SRC) & Shelley Kitchen (Henderson) 2-0 11-3 11-8

beat Zac Millar (Lugton Park)

beat Chris van der Salm (Squashways)
beat Oliver Johnston (Squashways)
beat Michael Sunderland (Remuera)

1-2 11-3 11-7
11-13 11-4 11-4 11-7

beat Abbie Palmer (North Shore)
beat Danielle Fourie (Palmerston North)

Mixed Doubles

Joelle King (Cambridge) & Evan Williams (Thorndon)

beat

Lance Beddoes (Henderson) & Amanda Landers-Murphy (Geyser City)

11-5 10-11 11-10

- O -0 [oNoNoNe)
—
-
1
(o2}

beat Sacha Pou-Tito (Whangarei) - 11-6 11-7 11-7

beat  Joanna Shanks (Royal Oak) - 11-4 10-12 11-9 11-4
beat Ben Grindrod (Devoy S&F) 11-3 11-1 11-3

beat Lance Beddoes (Henderson) 11-7 11-5 11-7

beat Ellie Epke (Remuera) 11-4 11-510-12 13-11
beat Emma Millar (Devoy S&F) 9-11 11-2 11-8 11-3
beat Campbell Grayson (Herne Bay) 3 11-3 11-7 11-6

beat Amanda Landers-Murphy (Geyser City) 3 11-9 11-8 12-10

Zac Millar

Emma Millar

beat
beat

Lance Beddoes (Henderson)
Megan Craig (Marlborough SRC)

11-2 11-2 11-6
11-6 11-4 11-6

South Island Championships (Marlborough Squash Rackets Club, 20-22 May)

Oliver Johnston (Squashways)
Megan Craig (Marlborough SRC)

Services to Refereeing

beat
beat

Michael Blanchard (Titirangi)

Nikki Kennedy (Marlborough SRC)

Derek Cook Memorial Cup

11-6 11-5 11-6
15-6 15-6 15-7

Jackie Hamilton (Cromwell)

Senior Inter-District Teams Event (Remuera Rackets Club, 22-23 August)

Men’s Final Placings
. Canterbury

. Auckland

. Northland

. Central

. Waikato

. Wellington

. Bay of Plenty

. Eastern

ONO O WN =

Women’s Final Placings
1. Central

2. Bay of Plenty

3. Auckland

4. Northland

5. Wellington

6. Waikato

Under 23 National Championships (Timaru Squash Club, 9-11 September)

Chris van der Salm (Squashways)

Casey Owen (Thames)

NZ Doubles Championships (SquashGym Palmerston North, 13-14 May)

Men’s Doubles

beat
beat

Scott Galloway (Mitchell Park)

Zoe Dykzeul (Whangarei)

Lance Beddoes (Henderson) & Evan Williams (Thorndon)

beat

Scott Galloway (Mitchell Park) & Corey Love (Mitchell Park)
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7-11 11-7 11-6 9-11 11-6
7-11 11-2 11-7 9-11 11-9

11-9 11-6

Champion of Champions (SquashGym Palmerston North, October 30-31, 2015)

A Grade

Kashif Shuja (Palmerston North) won round robin

Danielle Fourie (Palmerston North) won round robin

B Grade

Mitchell Kempton (Makarewa) beat Stephen Bennett (Palmerston North) 3-2 9-11 11-7 6-11 11-7 16-14
Winona-Jo Joyce (Hastings) won round robin

C Grade

Ben Sweeny (Manaia) beat Matthew Laurenson (Ohakune) 3-1 15-6 18-20 15-12 15-10
Nirelle McDonald (Kaitaia) beat Tania Dawson (Mount Maunganui)  3-1 15-4 10-15 15-5 15-6

D Grade

Quade Hyde (GHSOB) beat Manaia Murphy-Fell (Whakatane)  3-2 13-15 8-15 16-14 15-12 15-10
Kiana Reid (HBSRC) beat Vanessa McKenzie (Mana) 3-1 15-10 14-16 16-14 16-14
E Grade

Patrick Watts (Palmerston North) beat John Mullinger (Palmerston North)  3-0 15-11 15-12 15-8

Tayla McDonald (Kaitaia) won round robin

F/J Grade

Daniel Perkinson (Edgecumbe) beat Sean Donnison (Lugton Park) 3-1 15-10 14-16 15-12 15-10
Tegen Willis (HBSRC) won round robin

NZ Junior Open (Whangarei Squash Club, April 22-24)

Jamie Oakley (Devoy S&F) beat Scott Galloway (Mitchell Park)
Abbie Palmer (North Shore) beat Kaitlyn Watts (Palmerston North)

1 9-11 14-12 11-9 11-9
-0 11-7 11-7 11-3

NZ National Junior Age Groups Championships
(Hamilton Squash & Tennis Club, September 29 - October 2)

Under 19

Scott Galloway (Mitchell Park) beat Tyler Ranger (Herne Bay) 3-0 11-5 11-3 11-5

Ellie Epke (Remuera) beat Kaitlyn Watts (Palmerston North) 3-1 11-8 11-13 11-6 11-4
Under 17

Matthew Lucente (Belmont Park) beat Gabe Yam (Belmont Park) 3-0 15-9 16-14 15-12

Rhiarne Taiapa (Hastings) beat Nadia Hubbard (Lakes High) 3-2 15-11 15-13 17-19 3-15 15-13
Under 15

Glenn Templeton (Devoy S&F) beat Kobe Fleming (Mana) 3-1 9-1515-12 15-4 15-11

Anika Jackson (Hamilton) beat Annaleise Faint (Palmerston North) 3-0 15-5 15-4 15-5

Under 13

Mason Smales (Henderson) beat Apa Fatialofa (Henderson) 3-2 15-11 13-15 15-17 15-9 15-6
Natalie Sayes (Remuera) beat Sophie Hodges (Hamilton) 3-1 15-6 10-15 15-13 15-6
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Under 11
Freddie Jameson (Manaia)
Maia Smales (Henderson)

Most Improved Boy:
Most Improved Girl:

beat
beat

Charlie Prince (Kaikoura) 3-0
Alyssa Davy (Thames) 3-0

Tyler Ranger
Rhiarne Taiapa

15-7 15-11 15-6
15-12 15-13 15-7

Junior Inter-District Teams Event (Hamilton Squash & Tennis Club, October 3-5)

Boys’ Final Placings
. Auckland

. Canterbury

. Wellington

. Northland

Waikato

. Central

. Bay of Plenty

. Southland

. Eastern

©ONDU A WN =

Girls’ Final Placings
. Auckland
. Central
. Eastern
. Northland

. Waikato
. Bay of Plenty
. Wellington

1
2
3
4
5. Canterbury
6
7
8

North Island Junior Age Group Championships (Geyser City Squash Club, July 22-24)

Under 19

Boys:  Tyler Ranger (Herne Bay)

Girls:  Ellie Epke (Remuera)
Under 17

Boys: Gabe Yam (Belmont Park)
Girls:  Nadia Hubbard (Lakes High)

Under 15

Boys: Leo Fatialofa (Henderson)
Girls:  Anika Jackson (Hamilton)

Under 13

Boys:  Joe Smythe (Devoy S&F)
Girls:  Natalie Sayes (Remuera)

Under 11

Boys  Freddie Jameson (Manaia)

Girls:  Ella Lash (Panmure)

beat
beat

beat
beat

beat
beat

beat
beat

beat
beat

Mitchell Kempton (Makarewa) 3-0
Abbie Palmer (North Shore) 3-2
Temwa Chileshe (Lugton Park) 3-0
Courtney Trail (Palmerston North)  3-1
Glenn Templeton (Devoy S&F) 3-1
Annaleise Faint (Palmerston North) 3-0
Mason Smales (Henderson) 3-0
Sophie Hodges (Hamilton) 3-0
Flynn Venmore (Manaia) 3-0
Maia Smales (Henderson) 3-0

-9
1

11-8 11-5 11
11-9 11-7 10-12 9-11 11-8

15-5 15-6 15-10
16-14 8-15 16-14 15-11

11-15 15-13 15-13 15-9
15-4 15-8 15-6

15-11 17-15 15-12
15-13 16-14 15-12

15-3 15-3 15-6
15-1 15-9 15-8

South Island Junior Age Group Championships (SquashCity Invercargill, July 15-17)

Under 19

Boys:  Jayden Millard (Christchurch Football)
Girls:  Winona-Jo Joyce (Hastings)

Under 17

Boys: Caleb Madden (Cromwell)
Girls:  Winona-Jo Joyce (Hastings)

Under 15

Boys: Glenn Templeton (Devoy S&F)
Girls: Natalie Sayes (Remuera)

Under 13

Boys: Jacob Dudley (Makarewa)
Girls: Natalie Sayes (Remuera)

Under 11

Boys: Charlie Prince (Kaikoura)
Girls: Gemma Thompson (Alexandra)
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beat

won round robin
Lauren Crowhurst (Browns Bay) 3-0

won round robin
won round robin

beat
won

won
beat

beat

Curtis Millard (Christchurch Football) 3-0
round robin

round robin
Martha Toghill (Wanaka) 3-1

Matthew Growcott (Squashways) 3-0

11-9 11-8 11-4

15-3 15-4 15-2

15-3 15-8 11-15 15-7

15-4 15-3 15-6

NZ Secondary Schools Championships (SquashGym Palmerston North, 5-7 August)

Winner Boys

Westlake Boys’ High School beat St Paul’'s Collegiate 4-1
Winner Girls
Palmerston North Girls’ High School beat Whangarei Girls’ High School 5-0

Tertiary Teams Championships (North Shore Squash Club, 26-27 August)

Winner Open
Winner Recreational

Cousins Shield - Mitchell Cup (Masterton Squash Club, 3-5 June)

Massey University
Victoria University

round robin
round robin

Cousins Shield Final Placings Mi