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Lauriane Maingot, France in action at the glasscourt

With the Individual Champions crowned, it was on to the
Women's Team event, and today was the first of two days of
Pool matches which would determine the quarter-finalists,
both days featuring three sessions of three matches, one at
QEYS and two at Devoy Squash.

Egypt clinch Pool A, England in charge in Pool C

Top seeds and defending champions Egypt wrapped up three-
team Pool A with 3-0 wins over first Australia and then
hosts New Zealand, leaving the antipodean rivals to battle it
out tomorrow for a quarter-final place.

Second seeds Malaysia beat Germany 3-0, and a win
against Canada tomorrow would clinch top spot in Pool B,
which also contains just three teams.

Hong Kong and USA recorded opening wins, 3-0
over Korea and Ireland, and they meet each
other tomorrow morning in a match which should decide the
top positions in Pool D.

In Pool C favourites Egypt and India opened up with 3-0 wins
over France and South Africa, and met in the evening to settle
the finishing order with England emerging 3-0 winners to all but
secure a favourable quarter-final draw. South Africa, seeded 13,
produced the only seeding upset of the day as they beat 11th
seeds France 2-1.



It’s a unique seat.

Perched in the crowd with mums, dads, brother and sisters, friends
and just random spectators surrounding them, squash referees
can’t avoid instant feedback.

Unlike most codes, where the referee or umpire is on the field or
court, in squash when you make a call the crowd don’t like, you
find out, straight away, from those sitting beside you.

It’s a situation Glenn Carson relishes.

“You feel the pressure but you have to stay focused. You can’t let
the oohs and aahs of the crowd effect you.

“Most of the top referees enjoy that environment and that aspect
of performance.”

Carson was in the thick of it in the men’s final at the World Junior
Squash Championship in Tauranga.

It was a tricky match between Egypt’s Marwan Tarek and France’s
Victor Crouin on his way to a five game victory.

Many felt the referees – there are three with Carson the top
referee for that match – were too hard on the players, turning
down too many let calls.

Carson says the number of strokes was up for the match, but the
decisions the referees had to make was down – as it has been for
some time. A typical game will have about 20-25 calls compared to
as many as 50 only a few years ago. The goal is to get down to
about 15.

Carson says crowds can get agitated by the referee’s calls, but
abuse, though it does happen, is rare.

“This tournament has been good. There’s been some difficult
decisions given and not too much dispute.”

Carson, 45, took up refereeing in 2010 after a playing career that
saw the then Palmerston North-based project manager represent
Central and feature in the top 50 players in New Zealand.

He shifted to Hamilton at the beginning of 2011 and is now New
Zealand’s top ranked squash referee.

As it in in other sports where top players have turned to officiating,
Carson believes his knowledge and experience as a player helps as
a referee. “It certainly helps understand their tactics.”

But just as officials from other codes do, he bemoans the lack of
knowledge many top players have about the laws of the game. And
while a referee doesn’t have to explain his or her decision, Carson
says it can help to do so.
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STRAIGHT DRIVE
By Jim Kayes, Media Manager

NZ man top ref at World Juniors

And he thinks the game is improving, getting cleaner, with
players accepting they have to make a decent effort to clear
the ball, and to find a path to it that doesn’t involve running
into the other player.

Carson is one of 16 referees at the world champs in Tauranga,
one of nine Kiwis alongside four Australians, and one each
from Egypt, India and Pakistan.

In the big match they officiate as a trio, with a majority rules
decision making process.

The goal, he says, is to have games that are free flowing with
as few calls from the referees as possible. It doesn’t always
happen, of course, with some players notorious for blocking
and running into the opponent.

“We do know who the naughty players are,” Carson says.
“You try to have an open mind. We talk about being prepared,
but not prejudiced.”

When you might have the player’s mum sitting beside you,
you’d be hoping she feels the same way.



The opening day of the World Junior Squash Championships Girls
team event, saw busloads of Year 5 and 6 school pupils
participate in a squash fun-day at the Queen Elizabeth Youth
Centre, before watching the live action on the glass court.

Around 1200 Bay of Plenty students have taken part in the
KiwiSquash School Legacy Programme, incorporating four weeks
of in-school squash lessons plus utilising an “Adopt-a-Nation”
resource workbook. The QEYC school visits, to watch some of the
best young players on the globe, was the culmination of the Bay
of Plenty KiwiSquash School Legacy programme.

One of the first schools to arrive on Tuesday morning were the
Maungatapu School youngsters, with teachers Hayley Hikairo and
Adele Huka, leading the visit. “We put our entire senior school
through the squash program that led up to the World Junior
Championships” said Hayley. “We like to give our kids a wide
variety of sporting opportunities with the squash program
teaching excellent eye to hand coordination skills”.

The school visit to the World Junior Championship, started with a
workshop in the QE Memorial Hall, with three separate skill
stations and a mini-glass court to hone their learning. “We
brought our senior school in two groups to experience the skills
sections and watch some of the best young squash players in the
world”. “We were lucky enough to watch the New Zealand team
warming up prior to their first game” said Adele.

Maungatapu School students, Kale Wellington and Harrison
Robb, were two of their school youngsters who enthusiastically
embraced the school squash program. “Bouncing the ball on the
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racket is a skill that I learned and I won our school competition
with over one thousand (small) bounces without stopping” said
Kale. “It is good fun learning to bounce the ball and keep your
balance when hitting the ball and I would like to play squash”
replied Harrison.

One activity associated with the Bay of Plenty KiwiSquash
Schools Legacy Programme was designing and making a mascot
for the 2017 World Junior Squash Championships.

Omokoroa No1 School won the mascot competition and were
amongst the early arrivals at the QEYC on Tuesday. Teacher Rob
Maclaren said “Our school won the Mascot competition and we
received a mighty prize of $1800 worth of squash sports gear.
Last Wednesday, around fifty kids and parents from our school
appeared on the TV One Breakfast program, which was
broadcast live from the Queen Elizabeth Youth Centre”.

The KiwiSquash School Legacy program incorporated a resource
workbook incorporating language, maths, wellness, art and
competitions. “Our kids loved the squash program delivered at
school and the handbook was a great resource tool. Winning the
mascot competition was the icing on the cake, with many of our
kids talking about wanting to play squash”.

Part of the fun at the Tuesday school visits, was the razzamatazz
of pumping up the volume of the sound system between
matches. The crowd favourite throughout the tournament has
been, YMCA by the Village People, which has been seemingly
adopted as the World Junior Championships national anthem.

ENGAGING OUR YOUTH IN SQUASH



www.wsfworldjuniors.com
BE PART OF THE ACTION

KIWISQUASH
School Legacy Programme

The local school kids are having a blast at the 
KiwiSquash Fun Day #wsfworldjuniors2017 
this week.   Lots of kids giving squash a go 
and cheering for the athletes.  #lovesquash



Toasting marshmellows:  The action has been hot, on and off the court
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ON SOCIAL MEDIA
We’re loving your posts
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RESULTS
Teams Tuesday 25 July

Pool A
[1] Egypt 3-0 [9] Australia
Rowan Reda Araby 3-0 Lauren Aspinall 11/3, 11/3, 11/7 (15m)
Zeina Mickawy 3-0 Shehana Vithana 11/6, 11/3, 11/7 (18m)
Amina Yousry 3-0 Alexandra Haydon 11/2, 11/1, 11/7 (17m)

[1] Egypt 3-0 [8] New Zealand
Hania El Hammamy 3-0 Kaitlyn Watts 11/5, 11/8, 11/8 (25m)
Zeina Mickawy 3-0 Camden Te Kani-McQueen 11/4, 11/5, 11/3 (13m)
Amina Yousry 3-0 Anika Jackson 11/5, 11/2, 11/5 (15m)

Pool C
[3] England 3-0 [11] France 
Lucy Turmel 3-0 Maelle Fuhrer 11/7, 11/5, 11/3 (22m)
Jasmine Hutton 3-0 Chloé Mourier 11/5, 11/0, 11/6 (20m)
Elise Lazarus 3-1 Lauriane Maingot 11/5, 11/7, 7/11, 11/5 (28m)

[6] India 3-0 [13] South Africa
Akanksha Salunkhe 3-0 Faith Panashe Sithole 11/6, 15/13, 11/4 (19m)
Aishwarya Bhattacharya 3-0 Helena Coetzee 11/7, 11/5, 11/7 (16m)
Sunayna Kuruvilla 3-0 Jennifer Preece 11/5, 11/5, 11/5 (20m)

[3] England 3-0 [6] India
Lucy Turmel 3-0 Akanahka Salunkhe 11/1, 11/5, 11/5 (18m)
Jasmine Hutton 3-0 Aishwarya Bhattacharya 11/4, 11/5, 11/4 (18m)
Elise Lazaris 3-1 Sunayna Kuruvilla 11/9, 11/8, 10/12, 11/8 (33m)

[11] France 1-2 [13] South Africa
Fanny Segers 0-3 Faith Panashe Sithole 7/11, 5/11, 7/11 (17m)
Lauraine Maingot 3-0 Helena Coetzee 11/6, 11/5, 11/6 (27m)
Maelle Fuhrer 1-3 Jennifer Preece 11/8, 5/11, 4/11, 7/11 (29m)

Pool B
[2] Malaysia 3-0 [10] Germany
Andrea Lee 3-0 Saskia Beinhard 11/8, 11/3, 11/4 (18m)
Aifa Azman 3-0 Eva Nistler 11/1, 11/5, 11/2 (14m)
Zoe Foo 3-0 Alice Kramer 11/3, 11/2, 11/3 (16m)

Pool D
[4] Hong Kong 3-0 [12] Korea 
Lui Hiu Lam 3-1 Hyoju Seo 11/5, 7/11, 11/1, 11/2 (23m)
Chan Sin Yuk 3-0 Chae Won Song 11/1, 11/8, 11/1 (18m)
Cheng Nga Ching 3-1 Dong Ju Song 10/12, 11/4, 11/6, 11/9 (35m)

[5] USA 3-0 [14] Ireland
Grace Doyle 3-0 Laura Neill 11/7, 11/4, 11/1 (20m)
Laila Sedky 3-0 Emma Lundy 11/3, 11/6, 11/5 (16m)
Elle Ruggiero 3-0 Lily Lloyd 11/2, 11/4, 11/3 (18m)

Full Coverage (and plenty more photos) : wsfworldjuniors.com

Kaitlyn Watts, New Zealand
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