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Victor Crouin (FRA)  vs Darren Pragasam (MAS)

QUARTER-FINALISTS DECIDED
THE quarter-finalists were decided today in Tauranga, with twelve
matches on the Glass Court at QEYC and four on Devoy Court one, and
there was also a full complement of plate matches.

While Egypt continued to dominate the women's draw, with four of
their players going through as expected, the big upset came when
USA's Marina Stefanoni, a 9/16 seed, ousted 3/4 seed Nada Abbas in
four games of quality and enthralling squash. The remaining seven top
seeds all progressed, with only Egypt's Amina Yousry dropping a game.

Egypt will provide a quarter of the men's quarter-finalists too - one in
each of tomorrow's matches - but two of those came through with
upset wins - unseeded Aly Hussain continued to impress as he beat
India's Adhitya Raghavan in five, while Mostafa Asal also overcame a
5/8 seed as he beat Kyle Finch, leaving England with no quarter-final
representatives.

Top seed Youssef Ibrahim survived a fierce challenge from Malaysian
Ong Sai Hung in five games while second seed Mohamed Alsarraj,
enjoying his first outing on the glass court, ended the run of surprise
Colombian Matias Knudsen.

Quarter-finals are all on the QEYC Glass Court, starting at 11.00 on
Saturday.

“I felt good, but played a few poor 
shots to go 6-3 down in the first. 
Climbing back to take it 11-6 gave 
me confidence, I knew I needed to 
be more accurate and a bit 
quicker. Taking the last game 
11-0 after a tough first rally gave 
me more confidence, I don’t mind 
taking a bagel, I like it!” 
Victor Crouin, France

Check out the website for timetable 
of the quarter finals matches 
www.wsfworldjuniors.com
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VOLUNTEER PROFILE
Joe Thompson & Camille Zuercher

PLAYER PROFILE
Marina & Lucie Stefanoni, USA

NEW ZEALAND is a further stamp in the passports of two
American sisters and their father, who are in Tauranga for the
World Junior Squash Championships and the New Zealand
Junior Classic.

Christopher Stefanoni and daughters Marina aged 14 years and
Lucie who turned 13 two days ago (Happy birthday for
Wednesday - Lucie) hail from the State of Connecticut, which is
about an hour north of New York.

The girls’ father played recreational squash in his younger days
and also tried his hand at rugby in College. However baseball
remains his first love in between shuttling and supporting his
two daughters in squash tournaments, both in the United
States and overseas.

While Marina was enjoying a rare opportunity to practice on
the QEYC glass court, her proud father told us a little about her
achievements, in her fledgling five year squash career “While
Marina played a lot of different sports she quickly found an
affinity for squash. She won the USA National Under 11 title
before progressing to back to back Under 13 National crowns”.

“Last year Marina annexed the USA Under 19 championship at
just 13 years of age and triumphed again earlier this year”.
Marina’s well stamped passport is testament to nine
international age-group tournament victories including the
Scottish Under 19 Open title when she was just 12 years of age.

Last year Marina finished in the top 16 in her first World Junior
championships and has a quarter-final appointment in this
year’s championship on Friday (21 July 2017) evening.

Lucie Stefanoni also has a well stamped passport and is playing
in the New Zealand Junior Classic in her time down under. Lucie
has picked up the mantle from her older sister and is the
current USA National Under 13 titleholder and also won the
age-group crown the previous year. “I love travelling and
playing squash and have won the Canadian, Swiss, Irish and
Japanese Under 13 Open titles in our family travels”.

AMONGST the 200 volunteers that are bringing the 2017 World
Junior Squash Championships in Tauranga to fruition, are two
young people who have overcome adversity on their way to
wearing the Crew uniform with pride.

Camille Zuercher and Joseph Thompson, are both members of
the Sport BOP Youth Engagement team and eagerly put up their
hand to assist in the Tauranga event. Both have dramatically
changed their lives around since undertaking the Sport BOP
Youth Engagement course.

On Day Two, Joseph could be found standing in the rain assisting
with parking duties at the entrance to the Devoy Squash &
Fitness Centre, with Camille helping with the results board at
tournament headquarters

Joseph said “I have had addiction and anxiety problems in my
past. I have a five year old son who I have re-engaged with since
undertaking the Sport BOP course and I am getting full custody of
my son next month. The dramatic change in my life has come
about through engagement with the community based upon
sport and volunteer work”.

Camille has also turned her life in a new direction. “I was sleeping
all day and not leaving the house and was referred to the Sport
BOP Youth Engagement course by my doctor. There is lots of goal
setting on the course, with achieving my goals greatly assisting
my change in lifestyle”.

Sport BOP Youth Engagement Advisor Cameron Andrews said “it
is extremely satisfying to see Joseph and Camille put their hands
up to volunteer at the World Junior Squash tournament. The
Sport BOP Youth Engagement program is about creating an
environment for change. Our programs are based upon values
and belonging and playing an active role in our community”.

“We work hard on instilling empathy and understanding in our
course participants, with loads of laughter throughout our
courses, telling us we are on track to make a difference. We have
a philosophy of not telling them how to do it but show them how
to do it”.

Marina, Christopher and Lucie Stefanoni from USA
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TALENT SCOUTS HERE
John White, Drexel University Squash Coach

IT’S A SQUASH SUPERMARKET
And for young Kiwi boys and girls there’s lucrative, life
changing scholarships on offer.

Seven coaches from American colleges are in Tauranga for
the World Junior Squash Championships scouting six
specific players, but with others still able to impress.

Former World No1 John White is the Drexel University
coach and already has Kiwi sisters Anna and Hayley
Hughes in his team.

He’s shopping for more, but is a discerning buyer saying
squash ability alone isn’t enough. Grades have to be high,
the person needs to show they can fit into a team and
he’s not interested in anyone who misbehaves on court.

“This is the supermarket,” he says of the two-week long
tournament that includes an individual competition for
young men and women, followed by a women’s team
event.

“This is where you see how far up the top shelf they will
be. They have to be good at squash, but here you see
how they interact with the team, how they represent
themselves and the attitude they have on the court.”

Big money is at play with a scholarship to Drexel worth
US$70,000 a year covering tuition fees, food,
accommodation, books and medical insurance.

And even bigger money can come for those who take up
coaching with some wealthy families in the United States
happy to build squash courts at home and then pay up to
$200,000 a year for private lessons for their sons and
daughters.

“It's mind boggling what some of the coaches are making
through private families,” White said.

When White joined Drexel six years ago the university
didn’t have a squash programme and courts had to be
built. He recruited a team from scratch and is proud to
say the men’s and women’s teams are now both ranked
in the top 10 in a competition heavy with Ivy League
colleges.

Some of them have coaches in Tauranga with Princeton and Harvard
both in town, while Cornell’s recently retired coach, Mark Devoy, is at
the courts named after his sister, Dame Susan Devoy.

For New Zealand’s No1 junior man Finn Trimble, Susan’s son, Jamie
Oakley, played a big part in him joining Dickinson College on a
scholarship he'll take up in late August.

“Jamie’s at George Washington and he’s a good mate of mine so he
gave me plenty of advice,” Trimble said. He knows getting into an
American college is a potentially life changing move.

“I might turn pro after college, I haven’t decided yet, but I wanted to
get something behind me,” Trimble said.

It’s a sentiment shared by New Zealand junior woman Anna Hughes
who joined her sister at Drexel in January on a four year scholarship,
studying business.

“Squash has no money so you can’t fall back on that and Drexel is just
amazing,” she said. “You feel so at home there and I’m so grateful for
this opportunity. I want to take advantage of it.”

White has 12 men and 12 women on his books and they hail from all
corners of the world including Canada, Australia, Guyana, India, Hong
Kong, Colombia, South Africa and Egypt.

He, and the other scouts in Tauranga from Princeton (two), Dickinson,
Trinity (two) and Harvard have their eye on three young woman and
three men from Norway, South Africa, Malaysia, Australia and Korea
and New Zealand.

The supermarket two years ago was in Namibia where 12 of the 16
American college coaches were at the Junior World Champs.

“This is the biggest and best tournament you go to,” White, an
Australian who played for Scotland, said. “You get to see everyone you
want to look at.”

And then the bidding war begins in earnest. Big money, big chances, big
dreams are on offer in Tauranga.

TOURIST HOTSPOT
Waimarino Adventure Park

Magical, Enchanting, Surreal, Amazing!

As day turns to night, hop into your kayak and paddle to the glow-worm canyon at 
the head of Lake McLaren. Marvel at the millions of bright green glow-worms 
clinging to the towering cliff sides, and gain insight into the life cycle of these 
fascinating creatures.
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RESULTS
Day Three – 21 July

JUNIOR WOMEN’S INDIVIDUALS

JUNIOR MEN’S INDIVIDUALS

[1] Hania El Hammamy (Egy) 3-0 [9/16] Chan Yiwen (Mas) 11/3, 11/5, 11/4 (22m)
[5/8] Sivasangari Subramaniam (Mas) 3-0 [9/16] Zoe Foo (Mas) 11/5, 11/6, 11/9 (22m)
[5/8] Satomi Watanabe (Jpn) 3-0 [9/16] Lucy Turmel (Eng) 11/8, 11/4, 11/6 (28m)
[9/16] Marina Stefanoni (Usa) 3-1 [3/4] Nada Abbas (Egy) 12/10, 7/11, 11/7, 11/9 (41m)
[3/4] Rowan Elraby (Egy) 3-0 Jana Shiha (Egy) 12/10, 11/5, 11/3 (24m)
[5/8] Andrea Lee (Mas) 3-0 [9/16] Elise Lazarus (Eng) 11/9, 11/8, 11/8 (28m)
[5/8] Amina Yousry (Egy) 3-1 [9/16] Lui Hiu Lam (Hkg) 11/2, 4/11, 11/8, 11/2 (28m)
[2] Zeina Mickawy (Egy) 3-0 [9/16] Aifa Azman (Mas) 12/10, 13/11, 11/7 (25m)

[1] Youssef Ibrahim (Egy) 3-2 [9/16] Ong Sai Hung (Mas) 9/11, 16/14, 14/16, 11/7, 11/5 (66m)
[5/8] Andrew Douglas (Usa) 3-0 [9/16] Tom Walsh (Eng) 11/4, 11/9, 11/6 (36m)
[3/4] Marwan Tarek (Egy) 3-0 [9/16] Adam Corcoran (Eng) 11/5, 11/6, 14/12 (38m)
[5/8] Abhay Singh (Ind) 3-1 [9/16] Mohamed Elshamy (Egy) 10/12, 11/7, 13/11, 11/8 (38m)
[3/4] Victor Crouin (Fra) 3-0 [9/16] Darren Rahul Pragasam (Mas) 11/6, 11/6, 11/0 (27m)
Aly Hussein (Egy) 3-2 [5/8] Adhitya Raghavan (Ind) 11/3, 8/11, 11/7, 4/11, 11/3 (47m)
[9/16] Mostafa Asal (Egy) 3-0 [5/8] Kyle Finch (Eng) 11/9, 11/7, 11/7 (43m)
[2] Mohammad Alsarraj (Jor) 3-1 Matias Knudsen (Col) 11/7, 9/11, 11/8, 12/10 (35m)

WHAT THEY SAID
Day 3 World Junior Squash Champs

Marina Stefanoni: “I’d never played her before, but I watched her play 
yesterday and saw how her opponent was winning points so I tried to 
replicate that. I started well but she fought back and I had to try to 
catch up again.  At 6-1 in the fourth I lost a bit of focus, thinking it would 
be pretty cool to be in the quarters, but at 7-6 down I knew I had to get 
back to my game.  It feels great to be in the quarters, really excited 
about that!”

Abhay Singh: “He took me by surprise in the first, I just didn’t know 
where the ball was going, he has such a wrist! After I’d saved game ball 
to take the third I felt comfortable. It looks like I’m playing another 
Egyptian tomorrow, and then maybe another!”

Youssef Ibrahim: “I was surprised by his performance, but he beat one of my 
teammates yesterday so he’s having a great run. He attacks so well, I 
couldn’t stop him, and the cold conditions suited him, I just had to try to 
keep the rallies alive and hope for a mistake.  I’m just relieved to get out of 
that one. It’s so hard to concentrate when you’re top seed, everyone wants 
to beat you. It was a big mental challenge for me, I’m happy how I dealt with 
it in the last two games, that makes me feel confident for the rest of the 
tournament”
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DAY TOURS
Best of Rotorua – Te Puia

Monday 24th July 2017 – minimum numbers required for tour run
Experience the best of Rotorua with a visit to Te Puia to see mud pools and the World Famous Pohutu Geysers. At Te Puia you will also 
see Kiwi Birds, wood carving, weaving. On the way to Rotorua we include a stop at the massive Redwood Forest. 

Collection time 9.00am departing Trinity Wharf Hotel. Return by 1.00pm.  $95 per person.

Book online https://nzcruiseshiptours.co.nz/tours/rotorua-te-puia
Or email sales@luxuryairportshuttles.co.nz

Booking conditions
• Payment must be made prior to travel or on the day. Credit card payment only.
• Bookings must be received no later than 24 hours in advance.
• A walk up booking will be accepted if space available, cash payment.

Visit Te Puia to experience 
the might of the iconic 
Pohutu Geyser that erupts 
up to 20 times a day, 
spurting hot water up to 
30m skyward.
#nzmustdo

COMMENTARY
With Dave Clarke & Paul Hornsby

Dave Clarke and Paul Hornsby are providing a great insight into the 
#wsfworldjuniors.com.  Tune in for expert commentary from the glasscourt
www.wsfworldjuniors.com

A KIWI FAVOURITE
Kiwifruit

Thanks to Zespri for 
providing us with 
kiwifruit for you to 
enjoy.  Visit the 
QEYC for your 
sample packet of 
kiwifruit.    #yum

https://nzcruiseshiptours.co.nz/tours/rotorua-te-puia
mailto:sales@luxuryairportshuttles.co.nz
http://www.wsfworldjuniors.com/

