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The quarter-finals of the WSF World Junior teams saw the top four
seeds progress at the Queen Elizabeth Youth Centre in Tauranga,
in contrasting styles.

Top seeds Egypt, aiming for a sixth title in a row, eased past
surprise package Germany, the tenth seeds who upset Canada to
reach the last eight, with the whole match taking just 35 minutes
to complete.

In the semis they’ll face fourth seeds Hong Kong, who had to
recover from losing a close opening match to India, Sunayna
Kuruvilla delightedly giving the sixth seeds the lead. Hong Kong
were never seriously threatened in the next two matches as they
went through to their sixth semi-final in the last seven editions.

“We knew the first would be close,” said HK manager Dick Leung.
“You can never underestimate India, they’re a strong team now
and their number two is very solid.

“Our second player Lui isn’t in top condition, suffering from a bit
of flu, so that could have been difficult, but she and Ka Wing
played well under pressure.

“We’re delighted to be in the last four, and we’ll just go out and
give 120% against Egypt.”

On paper England v USA, third versus fifth seeds, was going to be
close and so it proved. Elise Lazarus - despite conceding strokes on
the first three points of the match and over a dozen in all - won in
straight games to put England ahead.

Top seeds through to Team semi-finals in Tauranga
The Americans levelled after 14-year-old Maria Stefanoni came
through in five games against Lucy Turmel, but at third string
England’s Jasmine Hutton dominated. The win secured England a
third semi-final in a row, and ended the USA’s run of three
consecutive finals.

“The pressure was on us as third seeds and we knew the USA
would be strong,” said England coach Lee Drew. “Marina was in
great form in the individual tournament so we knew it would be a
tough match.

“The Americans are very tough competitors so it was going to be
a challenge but that’s why we are here. We can go into the next
match against Malaysia or New Zealand with nothing to lose.”

England will face second seeds Malaysia, who beat hosts New
Zealand, taking the first two matches comfortable and then
edging an entertaining best of three dead rubber.

“It always looked like we would face England, and it’s going to be
tough, they’re a good team,” said Malaysian coach Andrew Cross.
“The first match is going to be crucial [tomorrow’s order of play is
3, 1, 2] but we’ll be giving it all to try to make the final.”

In the 9/16 playoffs Korea beat France 2-1, securing a semi-final
against Canada and their highest-ever finish, and South
Africa beat Ireland 3-0 to move through to a semi-final
against Australia.

Team Malaysia
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STRAIGHT DRIVE
By Jim Kayes, Media Manager

They were beaten, 2-0 by Malaysia who will play England in
Friday’s semifinals with Hong Kong-China taking on top seeds
Egypt in the other tie.

New Zealand never looked like beating the second seed
Malaysians with the 15-year-old Anika Jackson overawed in her
14 minute, straight sets loss to Andrea Lee to open the tie.

New Zealand No1 Kaitlyn Watts was then beaten by the classy
Sivasangari Subramaniam in straight sets.

Subramaniam, 18, is a fantastic talent. She lost in five in the
quarterfinals of the individuals to eventual runner up Hania
Hammamy, from Egypt, and is on the radar of six or seven
American colleges.

New Zealand coach Joanne Williams said the match reflected
the team’s eighth seeding and lack of experience.

“We need more exposure at this level. We don’t have enough
of that. We need to get overseas and play.”

Fitness was another area that needed to improve. “But it’s not
just fitness, it’s about learning to move around the court as
well.”

Williams was delighted with the improvement she’s seen in
Watts and the attitude of Camden Te Kani-McQueen.

“I’m really pleased with Kaitlyn. She is such a talent. She’s really
impressed me.”

While the final is likely to be between Egypt and Malaysia,
England fancy their chances of an upset after they beat the
USA 2-1.

“The pressure was on us as third seeds and we knew the USA
would be strong,” England manager Lee Drew said. “Marina
(Stefanoni) was in great form in the individual tournament so
we knew it would be a tough match.”

New Zealand are out of the 
World Junior Squash Championship teams event in Tauranga

Stefanoni showed remarkable composure for a 14-year-old
when she rallied in the fifth game of her 3-2 win against Lucy
Turmel. Having won the first two games, Stefanoni eased off,
allowing Turmel to level at 2-2, before she sealed the match 11-
3 in the fifth.

“The Americans are very tough competitor,” Drew said, “so it
was going to be a challenge but that’s why we are here.

“We can go into the next match against Malaysia with nothing to
lose.

“I have faith that if all our players bring their ‘A’ games that we
can do well, but Malaysia have also got players who were in
good form in the individual tournament. They are class, but it’s
a match we want to do well in.”

That tie will be at 6pm with the match between Egypt and Hong
Kong-China at 2.30pm. Both are at Tauranga’s Queen Elizabeth
Youth Centre.

Malaysia’s Sivasangari Subramaniam on her way to a straight sets win 
against New Zealand’s Kaitlyn Watts

England’s Jasmine Hutton her way to a 
straight sets win against the USA’s 
Elle Ruggiero in the teams quarterfinals
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PROFILE
Joss Urban, Championship Referee

To observers attending the World Junior Squash Championships,
the games continue in through the day and night like clockwork -
with the championship referees ensuring that games are both fair
and safe for the two players involved in each encounter.

Joss Urbahn from Palmerston North, is the 2017 World Junior
Squash Championship Referee, charged with overseeing the 14
referees at the Tauranga World Junior title deciders.

The role of the referee in squash, is to ensure that games are
conducted in a safe environment and played in accordance with
the sanctioned rules and regulations. While squash referees have
the best seat in the house, there is real satisfaction to be gained
from allowing everyone to have the best possible experience,
when taking part in squash matches and tournaments.

Like many who have played squash in their younger days, Joss
graduated to the Palmerston North Squash Club Committee before
taking on the roles of Ladies Captain and Club Captain and then
assumed the role of President of the club. “I then moved on to
become the District Captain of the Central Squash Region. At the
time there was no one to look after the refereeing in our region, so
I started organising our local squash referees. I am unusual in the
squash officiating ranks, in that while I officiate as a Chief Referee
at many tournaments, I am not a match referee”.

Joss recalled her appointment as a District Chief Referee before
serving terms as the Squash New Zealand Director of Referees “I
was appointed Chief Referee at the 2006 WSF World Junior Boys
titles and the 2010 WSF World Women’s Teams Championships,
which were both held in Palmerston North”.

STRUNG UP
Graeme Randolph

“We have four WSF Referees in the Tauranga Junior World Junior championships. New Zealand’s Glenn Carson from Hamilton, along
with Nathan Turnbull (Australia) Yogi Singh (India) and Fayyaz from Hong Kong”.

“There are a further three Regional Referees of which two are from Australia and one from Egypt. The remaining seven on the World
Junior panel are National Referees with one from Australia and the rest from New Zealand”.

“My role in the Tauranga championship is to appoint the individual match referees and deal with any concerns from team
management. I work in close contact with WSF Technical Director Emily Mak from Honk Hong”.

Graeme Randolph has been 
onsite at the QEYC 
restringing rackets for the 
players.  Thanks Graeme!

Graeme has years of 
experiencing coaching.  He 
is a freelance professional 
squash coach in the Bay of 
Plenty Region and is heavily 
involved in running junior 
squash programmes.
#tryitplayitloveit

Team Hong Kong
“We love New Zealand, it is so beautiful.  The 
feeling is nice”.
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BEHIND THE SCENES
The Championship Office

The operational hub of the 2017 World Junior Squash Championships
being held in Tauranga, is the Championship Office situated in Sport
BOP adjacent to the Dame Susan Devoy Squash Centre.

Championship Director Marcus Niles (pictured below) walked us
through the operational centre, at the start to another busy day at the
World Juniors.

Sitting at the top decision making desk is WSF Technical Director Emily
Mak, who is domiciled in Hank Kong. “Emily’s role is to ensure that the
championship and competition rules are adhered too and she usually
the first point of contact for team managers, who wish to raise any
competition points of concern”.

Joss Urbahn who is the Championship Referee occupies another desk
and is kept busy allocating the referee’s to the various games. A
results assistant receives each game result as they are completed and
enters them in to the tournament software.

Troubleshooting takes up a fair piece of the time of the Champion
Director. “I have plenty of contact with the team managers, dealing
with all sorts of enquiries. Their cooperation has been outstanding
throughout the championship, which makes for a relaxed
competition environment”.

“I oversee the tournament control inside the Devoy Squash Centre,
where players check-in before their matches. I also make sure that
the referees and markers are on site and ready to go ahead of their
scheduled matches and before each days scheduled start, turn on and
ensure that the (scoreboard) are operational”.

Marcus got on board with the championship organisation from the
get-go. “As soon as the World Junior tournament was allocated to
the Western Bay of Plenty, I took on an organising role, in
conjunction with my work as the Squash BOP Regional Manager.
During the last four to six weeks I have worn two hats, juggling
Squash BOP and World Junior duties that have stretched to over
twelve hours each day”. “The Kiwisquash School Legacy program that
we have run leading into the championship, bridged both
responsibilities”.

“It was a huge unknown leading into the first day of competition,
however once we were up and running on day one, all the planning
and hard work paid off with the championships seemingly going
without any problems”.

Transport Manager Merv
Niles, plays a crucial role in
ensuring that the athletes
are at the venues in plenty
of time for their courtside
appointments. “The
transportation of the
players, team management
and officials has been going
like clockwork since day one.
Merv has been extremely
reactive to last minute
changes and requests, with
the bus and vans flat out in
the mornings and evenings”.

Emily Mak, WSF Technical Director

Ensuring the World Champs ticks like clock work
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RESULTS
Quarter Finals Thursday 27 July

[1] Egypt 3-0 [10] Germany
Rowan Reda Araby 3-0 Kacenka Tycova 11/6, 11/4, 11/4 (15m)
Hania El Hammamy 3-0 Saskia Beinhard 11/6, 11/4, 11/0 (18m)
Zeina Mickawy 2-0 Eva Nistler 11/4, 11/2 (10m)

[4] Hong Kong 2-1 [6] India
Chan Sin Yuk 1-3 Sunayna Kuruvilla 11/9, 6/11, 3/11, 7/11 (31m)
Lui Hiu Lam 3-0 Akanksha Salunkhe 11/5, 11/2, 11/4 (17m)
Ka Wing Ho 3-0 Aishwarya Bhattacharya 11/8, 11/5, 11/7 (22m)

[3] England 2-1 [5] USA
Elise Lazarus 3-0 Grace Doyle 12/10, 11/4, 11/8 (23m)
Lucy Turmel 2-3 Marina Stefanoni 8/11, 9/11, 11/8, 11/5, 3/11 (48m)
Jasmine Hutton 3-0 Elle Ruggerio 11/6, 11/4, 11/3 (20m)

[2] Malaysia 3-0 [8] New Zealand
Andrea Lee 3-0 Anika Jackson 11/1, 11/5, 11/2 (14m)
Sivasangari Subramaniam 3-0 Kaitlyn Watts 11/4, 11/6, 11/6 (21m)
Zoe Foo 2-1 Camden Te Kani-McQueen 7/11, 15/13, 11/9 (24m)

Teams New Zealand and Malaysia
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JUNIOR MEN’S TEAMS
International Test Series

Seven Junior Men’s teams are competing in the unsanctioned
Junior Men’s Teams International Test Series running in
conjunction with the World Junior Squash Championships.

The teams are: New Zealand 1, New Zealand 2, South Africa
1, South Africa 1, Malaysia, India, Australia. Mount Squash
and Te Puke Squash Clubs have kindly been hosting the series
with great hospitality for the teams.

The New Zealand top team was well placed in the junior
men's squash team international test series with wins against
Malaysia, South Africa 2 and the second New Zealand team
leading into tonight’s matchup.

They played South Africa's top side at 5.30pm today losing
the tie with a default match. The New Zealand 1 team have
games against Australia tomorrow and India on Friday.

India, like New Zealand, were unbeaten after three games
leading into tonight’s matchup against New Zealand 2 team.
It came down to the decider between Quinn Udy and Jeel
Chotrani with Jeel sealing the win 3/1.

Australia were yet to win a match in the series but had a
chance tonight against the South Africa 2 team. It was
levelled 1-1 when Nick Coxedge secured a 3/1 win but were
unable to finish off in the third match. South Africa winning
the tie 2/1. South Africa have won all their games, beating
their second team 3-0, New Zealand's second team 2-1 and
Australia.

Draw: https://www.wsfworldjuniors.com/2017-schedules/

PHOTOS
We’ve uploaded thousands of photos from the World 
Champs to the website.  We’re still sorting through lots of 
photos to upload so check back. View them here 
https://www.wsfworldjuniors.com/2017-gallery/


