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Who else can do this?  Amina Yousry (Egypt) fighting for every point.

A dramatic quarter-finals day of the WSF World Juniors in
Tauranga saw both Egyptian top seeds survive game battles as
the seeded players prevailed in all eight matches.

Men’s top seed Youssef Ibrahim looked to have put his nerve
early performances behind him as he took a two-game lead over
Andrew Douglas, but the American fought back to lead 9-7 in a
tense decider before Ibrahim took the last three points to his,
and the Egyptian camp’s delight.

He’ll meet compatriot Marwan Tarek after the 3/4 seed came
from a game down to beat India’s Abhay Singh.

In the bottom half of the draw both Egyptians who made the
quarter-final against the seedings were beaten in straight games
- second seed Mohammed Alsarraj from Jordan beat Mostafa
Assal to set up a semi-final with France’ European Champion
Victor Crouin, who despatched unseeded Aly Hussain in the
opening match of the day.

The women’s matches started with an all-Egyptian match which
saw 5/8 seed Amina Yousry overcome second seed Zeina
Mickawy in three close games. She faces another Egyptian
opponent in the semis after 2016 finalist Rowan Elaraby
prevailed in a see-saw five-setter against Malaysia’s Andrea Lee.

The top half of the draw witnessed two more five game
thrillers as Japan’s Satomi Watanabe eventually denied 14-
year-old American prodigy Marina Stefanoni, and top seed
Hania El Hammamy had to come from two-one down to see off
the challenge of Malaysia’s Sivasangari Subramanian, racing
through the fifth 11/1.

Semi-finals start at 3.00pm on Sunday.

Top seeds survive … just 

“We have the utmost respect for each other, which makes it 
more special for whoever wins. We always have close 
matches, even today it was three-nil but so close, it depends 
who needs it more, it was Zeina in the British, today I just had 
the edge.

“My aim today was to just go out and enjoy it, and I did! It was 
getting a bit nervy in the third, I was 6-2 and 10-7 up but we 
both play better when we’re down, I was so glad when the 
referee called a stroke on the final point!”  Amina Yousry

[5/8] Amina Yousry (Egy) 3-0 [2] Zeina Mickawy (Egy) 
12/10, 13/11, 11/8 (48m)
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VOLUNTEER PROFILE
Yvonne Downs

PLAYER PROFILE
Tom Walsh, England

A taxing twenty-seven hour flight, was just the start of
proceedings for eighteen year old Tom Walsh, who is a member
of the English team competing at the World Junior Squash
Championships.

There were plenty of expectations on the shoulders of the
Englishman, who was seeded 9/12 entering the individual
championships. First up Tom defeated South African Blaine
Verhage in four sets, before cruising past Nicolas Calvert from
Australia 11-3, 11-3, 11-2 to square off with American Andrew
Douglas (5/8) in the round of 16, with Douglas taking out the
encounter in straight sets.

Early on day four, Tom met a Malaysian player in the 9/16 place
playoffs, going on to advance with a straight sets 11-7, 11-6, 11-
4 victory.

Like most of players at the World Juniors he first took up a
squash racquet in his pre-teens. “I started playing when I was
around eight or nine and got serious about the sport when I was
around 12 years of age. I live in Brighton and have been
coached by Ben Hutton, Stacey Rose and lately Tim Vail, with all
three still having input into my career”.

“My best results include winning the England Under 17 title in
2016 and finishing runner-up in both the Dutch and British
Open Under 17 championships. Earlier this year I made the
semi-finals at the European Under 17 titles. One of the
advantages of living in England, is the easy access to European
tournaments, which has given me the opportunity to play in
Holland, France and Portugal. During the 2015/16 season, I
commuted from home to play in one of the divisions of the
French League, which we went on to win”.

Tom has little time for sightseeing since arriving in Tauranga
with a clear focus on preparing, training and playing in the
world tournament. However two or three days of sightseeing in
Auckland is on the agenda, before catching the big bird in the
sky back to the Northern Hemisphere.

Looking to the future Tom said “I am looking to earn a
University degree before hopefully embarking on a professional
squash career”.

FOR THE LOVE OF THE GAME
THE OLDEST ACTIVE MEMBER of the Dame Susan Devoy Squash and
Fitness Centre, is taking time out from her seemingly nonstop
schedule of voluntary work, to be a member of the 200 strong Crew
at the 2017 World Junior Squash championships.

Yvonne Downs arrived in Tauranga with her husband in 1975 aged in
her early forties and immediately joined the Tauranga Squash Club.
Forty-two years later Yvonne can still be found hitting the ball at the
Devoy Squash Centre, in between her volunteering duties.

The extremely active octogenarian delivers meals on wheels and is
the treasurer of both the Mount Maunganui RSA Chess Club and the
Club Mount Maunganui Social Club, amongst her volunteer service.
Yvonne has encouraged all her family to play squash, with daughter
Jenny (Hartigan) and grandchildren Daniel, Natasha and Melissa
actively involved in the game.

When asked why she still plays squash Yvonne replied “the game
keeps you fit and you don’t have to worry about your weight”.
When asked about the changes in the game since she first picked up
a racquet over four decades ago she said “the changes from white
uniforms to coloured clothing and shoes has introduced real colour
to the sport, along with today’s graphite racquets which are a big
change from the small wooden racquets we used to play with”.

“I am loving being part of the World Juniors Crew and my in role
helping to oversee the gym at the Devoy Squash Centre, get to meet
a large number of the players each day. We are all extremely proud
of the world class facilities at the Devoy Centre, which has brought
the international squash tournament to our region in New Zealand”.

“The organisation of the tournament is outstanding and to have
such a prestigious international tournament at our end of the world,
is a credit to everyone involved in putting on this world class event”.



Five years ago as a young boy in Toulon, Victor Crouin took on
All Blacks great Tana Umaga in a game of squash. He won. Now
he’s hoping a bit of Kiwi magic helps him pull off an unlikely win
at the World Junior Squash Championship in Tauranga.

Crouin, 18, is through to the semifinals after a tough quarterfinal
match against Egypt’s Aly Hussein to set up a semifinal against
Jordan’s Mohammad Al Sarraf tomorrow (Sunday) after the
second seed beat Egypt's Mostafa Asal in straight sets.

“I’m very happy to have made the semifinals for the first time,”
Crouin said. “Being seeded three, the semifinal was a minimum
for me.

Crouin said he felt no pressure in the quarterfinal but admitted
Hussein’s habit of blocking and running into him wasn’t a natural
part of his game. “I don’t like to play like that, but sometimes
you have to play like that,” he said.

Crouin’s brush with an All Blacks great happened because
Umaga’s Toulon rugby club often used the facilities at Crouin’s
squash club and the chance to tackle the former test skipper on
a squash court was too good to turn down.

He was in awe of Umaga’s size, but joked the wing turned centre
couldn’t match the then 13-year-old French lad’s speed.

Crouin said he had enjoyed being in New Zealand in his first trip
outside Europe. “The people have been very nice, hopefully
they are on my side.”

He will need that support against the Egyptian tomorrow as
they’ve proven to be physical and fiery throughout the
tournament.
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BEATING A KIWI GREAT
Victor Crouin, France

Monday 24th July 2017 – minimum numbers required for tour run
Experience the best of Rotorua with a visit to Te Puia to see mud 
pools and the World Famous Pohutu Geysers. At Te Puia you will also 
see Kiwi Birds, wood carving, weaving. On the way to Rotorua we 
include a stop at the massive Redwood Forest. 

Collection time 9.00am departing Trinity Wharf Hotel. Return 
by 1.00pm.  $95 per person.

Book online https://nzcruiseshiptours.co.nz/tours/rotorua-te-puia
Or email sales@luxuryairportshuttles.co.nz

Booking conditions
• Payment must be made prior to travel or on the day. Credit card 

payment only.
• Bookings must be received no later than 24 hours in advance.
• A walk up booking will be accepted if space available, cash 

payment.

REMINDER: BEST OF ROTORUA – TE PUIA
Must book by Sunday 5.00pm

AUSSIE AUSSIE AUSSIE
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https://nzcruiseshiptours.co.nz/tours/rotorua-te-puia
mailto:sales@luxuryairportshuttles.co.nz
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FAN FARE
We’re capturing all the emotion

We hope you love all the images we’ve been posting on our social media and in the Daily Boast.  
Huge thanks to Steve Cubbins and also our local GATE Photography School for their fantastic work.  What great memories!

CHECK OUT MORE FAN PHOTOS www.wsfworldjuniors.com



Youssef Ibrahim: “So much pressure, I was winning comfortably then 
it became so tense. I was playing well, keeping my focus but I 
couldn’t hold it for three games. I beat him 3-0 in the round of 32 last 
year, this was much tougher.  It was close, again, but I feel I’m 
handling the pressure better now than in the early rounds, and I’m 
looking forward to playing a close friend tomorrow. We Egyptians 
don’t like playing each other in tournaments but it has to be done.”

[1] Youssef Ibrahim (EGY) 3-2 [5/8] Andrew Douglas (USA)
11/4, 11/3,10/12, 10/12, 11/9 (53m)
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RESULTS
Day Three – 21 July

JUNIOR MEN’S INDIVIDUALS QUARTER FINALS

JUNIOR WOMEN’S INDIVIDUALS

WHAT THEY SAID
Day 4 Quarter Finals

[1] Youssef Ibrahim (EGY) 3-2 [5/8] Andrew Douglas (USA) 11/4, 11/3,10/12, 10/12, 11/9 (53m)
[3/4] Marwan Tarek (EGY) 3-1 [5/8] Abhay Singh (IND) 8/11, 11/4, 11/6, 11/6 (52m)
[3/4] Victor Crouin (FRA) 3-0 Aly Hussein (EGY) 11/8, 11/4, 11/4 (42m)
[2] Mohammad Al Sarraj (JOR) 3-0 [9/16] Mostafa Asal (EGY) 11/8, 11/6, 11/6 (40m)

[1] Hania El Hammamy (EGY) 3-2 [5/8] Sivasangari Subramaniam (MAY) 11/9, 9/11, 6/11, 11/6, 11/1 (54m)
[5/8] Satomi Watanabe (JPN) 3-2 [9/16] Marina Stefanoni (USA) 13/15, 12/10, 11/8, 9/11, 11/4 (48m)
[3/4] Rowan Elaraby (EGY) 3-2 [5/8] Andrea Lee (MAS) 11/8, 11/13, 12/10, 9/11, 11/6 (52m)
[5/8] Amina Yousry (EGY) 3-0 [2] Zeina Mickawy (EGY) 12/10, 13/11, 11/8 (48m)

Satomi Watanabe: “I’m so happy to 
make the top four in the world for the 
first time! I didn’t start well, 7-10 down 
un the first two games and I didn’t think 
I could do it, she’s so good and so young.
“But I told myself that this is my last 
worlds and I had to make it, and I did so 
I’m really happy!”

[5/8] Satomi Watanabe (JPN) 3-2 [9/16] 
Marina Stefanoni (USA) 
13/15, 12/10, 11/8, 9/11, 11/4 (48m)

Marwan Tarek “I was tense before and during the match, and losing the 
first made it very tough. But my coach helped me through, when you 
want it so much it can work against you and you get overexcited. I’m 
really happy to be in the semis, I’m aiming to stay in the tournament as 
long as I can, taking it step by step.”

[3/4] Marwan Tarek (EGY) 3-1 [5/8] Abhay Singh (IND) 
8/11, 11/4, 11/6, 11/6 (52m)

Hania El Hammamy “I played her not long ago in Gouna and won 3-0, 
so I wasn’t expecting that at all, but in the end I found the right way to 
play. I’m excited to make the semi-finals again, but I’m not going to 
think about last year. I played Satomi in the British this year and won 3-
0, but I know I have to be careful, and ready.”

[1] Hania El Hammamy (EGY) 3-2 [5/8] Sivasangari Subramaniam (MAS)  
11/9, 9/11, 6/11, 11/6, 11/1 (54m)


